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NATIONAL VOLUNTEER WEEK 
Statement by Minister for Seniors and Volunteering 

MR A.J. SIMPSON (Darling Range — Minister for Seniors and Volunteering) [2.05 pm]: I would like to 
inform Parliament of the success of National Volunteer Week, which took place from 11 to 17 May 2015. This 
year’s theme, “give happy, live happy”, celebrated volunteers making the lives of others happier, and being 
happier as a result. The benefits of volunteering are vast and the week of celebration recognised the enormous 
contribution volunteers make to Western Australia’s community. As Minister for Seniors and Volunteering, I 
was honoured to attend the WA Volunteer of the Year Awards on Thursday, 14 May. I was particularly pleased 
to present the Edie Hoy Poy Volunteering Award for Ethnic Communities to Mr John Da Silva, Honorary 
Portuguese Consul in Perth. Mr Da Silva was one of many volunteers who were recognised on the night. I would 
also like to acknowledge Mr Ray Benetti, a volunteer with Fishers with Disabilities Association, who was named 
WA Volunteer of the year, and the recipients of the other individual and organisation awards. 
Earlier this year, the state government, through the Department of Local Government and Communities, 
provided $25 000 to support Volunteering WA in commissioning research into the value of volunteering. The 
research provides a comprehensive picture of the economic, social and cultural value of volunteering to WA, 
revealing the value was much higher than previously estimated; it was worth a massive $39 billion in 2014. It 
also found that four out of five Western Australians volunteer in some capacity and for every dollar invested in 
volunteering, $4.50 in benefits are returned to the community. The Liberal–National government, through the 
Department of Local Government and Communities, provides more than $1.25 million to community services 
each year to support volunteering, including funding to Volunteering WA, 15 volunteer resource centres 
throughout the state, the WA Volunteer Service Awards and Thank a Volunteer Day events. This is money well 
spent and I encourage members to access the report on the Volunteering WA website and continue to promote 
the benefits of volunteering to our community. 
I once again take the opportunity to thank all Western Australians who volunteer and make our state a great 
place to live. 
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